The Power Of ONE

What is the power of one? It is the power that one person has to create change. Change in the life of another person; change in one’s community, in one’s workplace, yes even the world. Tonight we are focusing on the change one person can make in the life of another or for that matter in the lives of many.

Cyndi showed you the life of her brother Phil. Our accomplishments video showed you what we have done through the spirit of one person, Phil. We want to share a letter we received from someone who knew Phil well and the impact Phil had on him. The impact of ONE.

To my beloved FAMILY,
I can’t be at your ball this year, but maybe this letter will help my presence be felt there. 
Phil is with me every single day.   I constantly feel his presence with every decision I make.  I think about how much effort he would put in when things get hard here, and then I attempt to match it.  It didn’t matter how small or how big the task was.  When you issued something challenging to Lance Corporal Frank, he didn’t only do it well, but better than the next guy, and always with a smile on his face.  I love him so much. 
I am now a Platoon Commander.  I have 1st Platoon, Easy Company, 2nd Battalion, 2nd Marines.  My platoon is made up of a bunch of characters, much like our old platoon.  These guys are diverse as they come, but all do amazing and brave things on a near daily basis.  I see a lot of Phil’s qualities in some of them.  These guys have no hesitation, and rush straight into the fires.  It’s amazing to watch what we started out with back in February of last year and now we are here taking the fight to the enemy.  Watching each brave thing they do, you get this romantic feeling that is unexplainable.  ….  They are all heroes to me.  They don’t ask for much, and they do incredible acts everyday… 
Our first fight we got in here was much like the ones we got into when I was with Phil in Fallujah.  I was traveling right behind my 1st squad, when my platoon got ambushed.  I was pinned down in a field for what seemed like a long time, but was probably only 10 to 15 minutes.  I watched some of my guys trying to get to cover and hug the ground.  Dirt was flying up all around us and exploding right in front of our faces.  Something had to be done, I looked up and I saw my 1st Squad leader (who reminds me of Phil the most, this guys is a solid leader) start shooting back with total disregard for his own life, I immediately followed, and all of my Marines did as well.  We took no casualties because of the heart of 1 Marine to stand up and do what was right.  
I guess I tell you this because I want you to know that the Heart of a Marine is the only that saved all of us that day.  It reminded me of the time I shared with Phil so much, after getting back and thinking through all the events of that day.  He was absolutely there with me.  
I love you guys, you are my family, keep the foundation going strong,

Love always Chuck (SSgt Aaron USMC)

“Keep The Foundation going strong” marching orders from another Marine after our orders from Phil; “ These are my brothers”, “If anything happens to me be strong”.

In the beginning we thought - us, two middle aged hurting people, how could we do anything that would make a difference? How could we get past what we were feeling? Then faith took over; Esther 4:14 “You are where you are right now for a time just such as this.” Did we think God did this on purpose? No, but if we allow it He will use it for good! Where were we going to get the strength to do what needed to be accomplished? Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” And when we think we can’t go on the words of a song reminds us – “You raise me up so I can stand on mountains. You raise me up to walk on stormy seas. I am strong when I am on Your shoulders, You raise me up to more than I can be.”

We made the decision to make life better for Phil’s brothers and sisters. Then one by one our Board of Directors and volunteers made their decisions to be A Part Of The Heart. Barbara, Nancy, Judi, Joyce, MaryKay, Sara, Kim, Louise. Then those who support and encourage, Mike, Joe, Marty, Mike. Ken, Tom, John and the list continues to grow one name, one person at a time. Each one bringing their own gifts, talents and contributions to help achieve that goal of improving the quality of life one veteran, one military person at a time. And so we go on, one + one + one + one. 

Dr DeFina in New Jersey has pioneered a procedure for awakening comatose patients. This procedure is now being used at Kessler Institute where they have a 12-bed facility. Veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan currently occupy three of those beds. The procedure is a mix of pharmacology and electrical stimulation; this obviously, is a very simplistic explanation. The process takes 12 weeks, costs $100,000 and is not covered by TriCare. We at the Foundation are in the process of investigating our possible participating with financial assistance in this program. This may be one of our next projects. Will you Be a Part of the Heart?

Each year we share our dreams with you. Last year we dreamed for an online store – mission accomplished! This year our need for an office and staff is paramount. When we gather next year we are confident, with your support, we will be able to report another mission accomplished.

Tonight you have an opportunity to add your +1. Your generous financial support is necessary to continue the projects you saw in our video tonight and necessary to our continued growth. A report from our volunteer at Bethesda and Walter Reed tells us that, although the casualties from Afghanistan are low, the wounded are pouring in. We have just sent Don an additional 200 canes.

If each one here contributes in some way tonight, then went out, told one other person about the Foundation and what we do and then stayed engaged with us, there’s no telling what we could accomplish for our veterans and our military families.

That’s the power of 1 + 1 +1 + 1 + 1

Now, ladies & gentlemen, please join us in a toast to the beginning of The Power Of One, to Phil, our strength, our energy, the reason.
